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WELCOME
Welcome to our second ENewsletter. I hope you are all
keeping safe but active. Our
Learning Officer has been very
busy making a family of
Museum mice, which has
evolved into a story writing
competition
for
children
between 5-14. If you know of
any 'bored' children then
please direct them to our
website and social media pages,
Facebook,
Instagram and
Twitter for information about
the competition and, of course,
the mice. Our Learning Officer
was interviewed on BBC Radio
Suffolk this week and in case
you missed it, you can hear it
via our website. All good
publicity for the museum.
This edition has two quizzes in
it, to keep the grey matter
going. Please do forward this
newsletter on to anyone who
might enjoy it - both locally and
further afield. If anyone would
like to contribute to this
newsletter, please get in touch.
We would love to hear from
you!

Notes from the Activities Officer
I am sitting at my dining room
table surrounded by a plethora
of felt bits, thread ends and
pins - under the watchful eye
of a small group of little felt
mice, sitting on my mantelpiece! For a further introduction and some images of these
rather endearing mice, please
have a look at our museum
website. We are asking our
volunteers and other members
of the local community to have
a go at making up these mice.
If you are keen on sewing or
are looking for something to
do, we can supply all materials
and instructions free and

delivered to your home. Why
not have a go? If it all gets too
tricky, we can finish them off
for you! Our plan is to run a
small exhibition for all the
museum mice that have been
created along with stories
about their adventures from
children who have entered our
Museum Mice story-writing
competition. All details can be
found on our website. Get in
touch with Fiona if you would
like a mouse pack. Make Mice
and Carry On! Contact Fiona at
learningofficer@aldeburghmu
seum.org.uk
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The Children’s
Avenue today.

Weekly jottings
The Children’s Avenue by Stephen Mael
The museum archives include two scrapbooks by
Samuel Gooding [1886-1976], the manager of Barclays
Bank in Aldeburgh between 1928 and 1946. One
particular story stands out.
On the afternoon of Monday 7 March 1932, the roadway
that ran from Victoria Road to the Mayor's Field was the
scene of great activity. The Mayor, Mrs W Galsworthy,
had taken the initiative in arranging for the planting of an
avenue of fir trees that she hoped would become a
feature of the town. Mrs Vernon Wentworth planted the
first tree at the north end of the avenue and each
Aldeburgh schoolchild planted a tree and attached the
name of the planter. Other trees were planted by Capt.
Vernon Wentworth, the Mayor, the Councillors and
members of staff of the school. Altogether over 300 trees
were planted which were donated by Capt. Wentworth
who allowed them to be planted on his land. He had also
given the 10 acre Mayor's Field to the town as a

New safe being delivered to Barclays Bank

recreation ground in 1922. This avenue of trees named
'The Children's Avenue' ran all the way up to the Drift
next to the Mayor's field [which is now the caravan park]
and a month after the trees were planted, a new
children's playground opened there, along with the
already established ten grass tennis courts, 18 hole
putting green and pitches for football, hockey and cricket.
The remains of the Children's Avenue can still be seen
today between Victoria Road and the old railway line.

Henriette Galsworthy Mayor
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Aldeburgh Folk
Edward Fitzgerald
From Edward Clodd's Memoirs
One June morning many years
ago there approached a tall, seabronzed man wrapped in a big
cloak, with a slow gait and
wearing a slouch hat kept with a
handkerchief tied under the chin.
'Don't you know who that is
coming along?' said a fellow
townsman with whom I was
walking,
adding
'That's
Fitzgerald, he has written some
poetry. You know, they say his is
………' and my friend tapped
finger on forehead. I remember
him as hobnobbing with the
beachmen, among whom he had
his favourites, recipients of his
bounty in boats and gear everybody knew Old Fitz by sight
and many called him Dotty'.

Curator’s Challenge
Can you answer her questions?

Edward Fitzgerald with Mary Lynn

MOOT MATTERS
ALDEBURGH ACRONYMS QUIZ
What do these stand for?

Things to keep you
busy
Try our new quiz. Firstly work out
the acronyms for places in Aldeburgh. Then, as a little extra, tell us
the book titles from the emojis if
you can.
There will be a small prize for the
winner. In the event of a tie the first
answer to arrive will win. The editor’s decision is final.
Submit your answers by May 10th to
learningofficer@aldeburghmuseum.org.uk
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SP
TRH
PPG
TOCH
AFACS
TMT
TWH
TMH
TNL
ALS

WHAT IS THE BOOK TITLE?
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Something to Entertain you.
The BBC has posted online their ‘Isolation
Inspiration’ page, a weekly review of what to

15

watch, read and listen to while we are at
home, including the arts and music. Many

Do You Buy Things on Amazon?

museums and art galleries are running

If so, you can help Aldeburgh

online tours including the Tate Gallery and

Museum at no cost to you. Just

others.

buy via
smile.amazon.co.uk

The BBC also has the BBC 2 series on iPlayer
‘Secrets of the Museum - behind the scenes
at the V & A’. It is showing all six episodes.
The first episode featuring Pumpie the

and choose Aldeburgh Museum as
your charity.
The Museum will get a charitable
donation from Amazon of 0.5% of
your purchase cost.

elephant, is particularly enchanting.
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